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Abstract: This study looks into the fascinating field of history philosophy, revisiting its core ideas and
illuminating the complex dynamics of historical judgment. This research aims to investigate the philosophical
foundations that guide how we understand and interpret past occurrences while appreciating the massive
impact that experience has had on the cultures of humans and the critical role history plays in forming our view
of the world. In the opening section of the essay, I look at the character of archaeological information, discuss
the difficulties in discovering and understanding the past, and consider both the objective and subjective aspects
of stories about history. It examines numerous theological stances, including positivism, which promotes
historic preservation, and methodology, which affects the methodology employed in executing investigations
into history and determines the realm of ancient philosophy. The function of historiography, the writing and
interpretation of history in forming our collective memory and understanding of the past, is another topic
covered in this study article. By examining how prejudice, perspective, and cultural context affect historical
records, it draws attention to the intricate interplay between objective facts and arbitrary interpretation. The
essay also analyses how postmodern and postcolonial critiques affect conventional historical accounts,
highlighting the need for a more inclusive and varied understanding of history.
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Introduction of History

Historical events, individuals, and societies are the subject of history. History is a diverse study that covers
a variety of topics and methodologies, including political, cultural, economic, and cultural life, as well as
geology, psychology, and other associated disciplines. (Carr, 1961).

The different ways in which history is documented, understood, and shared with others are referred
to as representations of history. These can include written materials like historical accounts, primary
sources, and secondary sources, as well as various types of media, including film, television, and visual
arts. While diverse scholars and civilizations have different viewpoints on what major facts and figures are
noteworthy and why they ought to be perceived, the portrayal of history is a complicated and contentious
matter. For instance, depending on somebody’s cultural or political upbringing, particular historical
occurrences may be viewed as heroic or sad, and historical personalities may be remembered in various
ways based on their influence and legacy.

In addition, the research looks at the idea of traditional determinism as well as how unforeseen
circumstances and teleological ideas affect significant events in history. It explores the degree to which
being human and chance affect history’s results and dives into the dispute between deterministic processes
and an unforeseen event. This research study concludes with a thorough examination of the thought
process of history, illuminating the complexity of historical interpretation. It intends to contribute to the
continuing discussion associated with historical methodology and create a deeper awareness of the

! Assistant Professor, Government Graduate College for Women, Khanewal, Punjab, Pakistan.

Email: asfiatahseen72@gmail.com

2 Assistant Professor, Department of History & Pakistan Studies, The Women's University, Multan, Punjab,
Pakistan.

3 Lecturer, Department of Pakistan Studies, University of Loralai, Loralain, Balochistan, Pakistan.

Email: khalid khan@uoli.edu.pk

= Corresponding Author: Fatima Ali (fatima.hps@wum.edu.pk)
= To Cite: Tahseen, A., Ali, F., & Khan, K. (2024). The Dynamics of Past, Present, and Future in the Philosophy of History.
Qlantic Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 5(3), 286-293. https://doi.org/10.55737/qjssh.v-iii.24261



mailto:fatima.hps@wum.edu.pk
https://doi.org/10.55737/qjssh.v-iii.24261
mailto:asfiatahseen72@gmail.com
mailto:khalid.khan@uoli.edu.pk
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.55737/qjssh.v-iii.24261&amp;domain=pdf&amp;date_stamp=2024

The Dynamics of Past, Present, and Future in the Philosophy of History

intricacies of understanding history while critically analyzing the many philosophical viewpoints and their
consequences for comprehending the past. The study urges academics and history buffs to adopt more of
a reflective and complex approach to the liberal arts of history's course, acknowledging a natural and
subjective nature while aiming to develop a greater range and extensive knowledge of our common human
past.

Historical Figures, Institutions, and Causes

The three main factors in comprehending historical processes and occurrences are actors, structures, and
causes. The people, organizations, or institutions that contribute to the shaping of history are referred to
as "actors." Political figures, social movements, wealthy people, institutions of religion, and other groups
or people with sway over the events as they unfold can all be considered among these actors. The social,
intellectual, governmental, and economic systems that serve as the backdrop for cultural forms are
referred to as "structures." Social identities, racial systems, judicial frameworks, and monetary systems
are only a few examples of structures. The decisions and behaviours of individual actors are influenced by
these structures.

The elements that contributed to actual facts and procedures are referred to as "factors." These effects
might be super short, and they can be caused by a range of things, such as prevailing economic trends,
politics, revolutionary groups, societal practices, and technical advancements. A detailed grasp of politics
requires a grasp of the interactions between individuals, processes, and causes. Researchers can learn why
certain actions transpired the way they did and how they've been handled in other situations by
investigating how different players deal with structural properties and how diverse forces add to the path
of affairs. ( Nietzsche, F. 1874).

Science's Model and Sensitivity

Understanding history requires knowledge of concepts like scale and selectivity. Scale refers to the level at
which events are analyzed, whether it be the character, the group, or the larger societal level. Subjectivity
is the procedure of selecting which events, citizens, and ideas are recognized and recorded in history.
Selectivity has played a significant role in forming our understanding of history throughout time. It has
always been a difficult decision for historians, authors, and other record collectors to decide which facts
and data to emphasize and which to ignore. This has frequently led to the marginalization or complete
erasure from the history of particular groups and ideas. As an illustration, review the reality of numerous
oppressed groups, including women and people of colour; in order to grasp history, scale is equally crucial.
From the interpersonal to the worldwide scale, researchers may opt to examine events at several levels.
Several variations and trends may surface with respect to the level of study. Studies of historical women's
lives, for instance, may indicate racial bias and gender inequality, much as studies of worldwide financial
movements can disclose themes of colonization. (Hegel, G. W. F. 1837).

Tale, Event, and Recall

The ideas of remembering the past and storytelling are intertwined and have a significant impact on how
we see the outside world. Ram is the list of data that we remember over the period, containing facts we
have learned and encounters we have had. On either hand, a chronicle is a collection of earlier occurrences
that have also been recorded and researched over time. The term "telling" describes how much these
experiences are expressed and comprehended.

By offering insight and deep ties to actual facts, remembrance can influence how we perceive the past.
For instance, a person who lived through a big true story, such as a conflict or ideological uprising, may
view it differently from anybody who has simply studied it.

Our perception of recollection could be influenced by events since it gives incidents a wider context.
We can better comprehend how cultural occurrences affect the life we live now by reading real documents.
Yet, judgment and perspective can also affect the past, resulting in various interpretations of certain
happenings. Because it offers a context for comprehending and interpreting events, narrative is essential
to both remembrance and history. By highlighting some elements while underplaying or omitting others,
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narratives have the power to influence how we interpret them. I guess it depends on the story that is
employed; it could lead to multiple perceptions and explanations of a single situation. (Marx, K. 1859).

Crustal Culture Theory

A subfield of thought known as the mainland philosophical approach is concerned with the significance,
analysis, or comprehension of the past, especially as it pertains to the Western heritage. It is distinguished
by its focus on spectroscopy, the review article on emotion and sensation, symbolic interactionism, and
the assessment of elaboration.

The suggestion that success is not just a tale that has been continuously explained and recreated by
various tribes is among the central topics in depositional metaphysics. As a result, there are many different
points of view and inferences of history that are influenced by our ethnic, social, or legal factors rather
than an unchanging, dual truth about origins. (Benjamin, W. 1940).

Is Society Real or Rooted in History?

Aristotle, conservationists, and activists are now debating whether justice is constant or geographical in
antiquity. On one arm, theorists of symbolic nature contend that inborn qualities and physical attributes
are shared by all people, regardless of location or time. The ability to communicate verbally, interact with
others, react, and use logic are examples of foundational aspects. According to the concept of a moral core,
some components of the nature of reality are physiologically predetermined or coded through the cortex,
yet this concept has proven effective throughout ancient times.

Instead, they contend that personality is formed by political, social, and societal factors rather than
being a set quality. This opinion believes that social quality cannot be reduced to absolutist terms but is
instead a result of social and political context. The qualities and qualities that we link to natural law are
not inescapable and, thus, are precise to certain ideologies, according to mythological natural law. (
Habermas, J. 1981).

Do Past have a Sense?

Thinkers, mystics, and practitioners all disagree on the issue of if time has a goal. As each contends, if the
past has always had a heading, someone else disagrees. The notion of improvement remains a key
viewpoint, implying that origin has a trajectory. It is believed that modern culture has extended atop a grey
past, whose growth is significant and beneficial. As for this viewpoint, the past has a distinct path as society
advances from a less developed to a more developed stage.

The idea of social inevitability is a further viewpoint that contends the past has goals. According to this
idea, events are influenced by stresses that steer their fate in a definite direction, for example, socio- or
scientific advancements.

There must be, meanwhile, counterarguments to that same notion that an event has stability. Several
policy analysts and writers contend that society is too variable to be explained by a straightforward
intensity. They imply that a variety of elements and unforeseen circumstances affect tradition and that the
results of these happenings are frequently dramatic. (Nietzsche, F. 1874).

Hegel's Historical View

Hegel's "concept of historical events," often described as his "philosophical approach," is predicated on
the notion that sentience and freedom have progressed throughout history. According to Hegel, civilization
is not a strange series of occurrences but a deliberate and intentional phenomenon that is fueled mostly
by the dynamic interaction of major powers. Hegel argues that humanity is the incremental achievement
of equality, which includes the maturation of identity and the acceptance of one's own uniqueness. He
thought that the dichotomy, or conflict, respectively, rival states and beliefs, propels such dynamic. A
dissertation (an opinion or statement) is contested because of an oxymoron (a denial of it), mostly in
interplay.
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According to Hegel, that dynamic tendency has shaped varied careers across history. He held that this
logical movement, one that propels the collective brain into people's selves but rather liberty, is what leads
well to the growth of mankind's civilization. Hegel also held that history may be broken down into distinct
periods, which he referred to as "epochs." According to him, the "human soul behind the age"—a
prevailing idealism or idea— defines each era. These periods of history are decided by the narrative rather
than being artificial divisions of time. (Ginzburg, C. 1976).

Historical Hermeneutic Approaches

A subfield of philosophy called positivism deals more with the comprehension of writings, specifically
ancient records. Studying the idiomatic setting and main point is a key component of phenomenological
orientations to historiography, which attempts to gain insight into ancient writings and happenings. The
understanding that historical writings are not objective accounts of tournaments yet is impacted either by
environment and society in their being generated constitutes among the core features of Foucauldian
algorithms to the narrative. Thus, it is essential to consider the futuristic setting in which ancient books
were created in order to later comprehend them.

The understanding that interpreting is still arbitrary is a key component of heuristic orientations to
history. As a result, different academics may have various interpretations of a similar valid text, depending
upon their particular viewpoints, prejudices, and preconceived ideas. Heuristic alternatives to biography
aim to offer a systematic technique for evaluating histories to the subjectivity of understanding. This may
entail deciphering the meaning of words and ideas through textual theory, looking at the narrative whereby
the text was originally written, and contrasting it with other historical evidence in the same era. (
Ankersmit, F. R. 1994).

Historical Compositional Metaphysics

The effect and significance of politics and the manner in which we would comprehend and evaluate
contemporary contexts are all topics covered by thematic political theory. It focuses on fundamental issues
like:

«  How will "record" be defined? What is the historical background?

«  What part does human agency play in historical occurrences?

«  Does evolution have a clear pattern or purpose?

- How can we balance a comprehensive grasp of reality with the variety of content learning?
- What is the connection between historical knowledge and our current worries and beliefs?

Even if some historians and theologians of events contend that the past is just a sequential, strategic
investment culminating in a culmination or eventual end. ( Ricoeur, P. 2000).

Anglo-American Chronological Perspective

An intellectual method of examining history that has its roots in both the United Kingdom and the United
States is known as the Anglo-American philosophy of history. This method emphasizes the significance of
comprehending economic contexts through rigorous analysis. In his manuscript, "The Idea of History"
(1946), R.G. Brown, one of the leading figures in the innovation of the Anglo-American history school,
argued that heritage is a form of inquiry that necessitates a deep evaluation of the publications and
testimony at hand. According to Collingwood, scientists will have to use creative creativity to piece together
the past, but that knowledge of history must always be tentative and open to change when new information
and viewpoints are revealed.

Appreciating the range and complexity of people's principles and convictions is necessary for historical
understanding. According to Berlin, understanding history requires empathic participation with both the
ideas and beliefs of individuals and societies under study, as well as an awareness of the limits of one's
own viewpoints and prejudices. More recently, philosophers like John Dunn and Quentin Skinner have also
stressed the value of understanding the words and ideas that people use to communicate their values and
worldviews. The "linguistic turn" in philosophical work emphasizes the significance of comprehending the
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past, in which conceptions and ideas emerge, as well as the ways that language affects our perception of
the world. (Collingwood, R. G. 1946) .

Historical Universal Rules?

There are a number of general rules in biography that are well-known and have been extensively
researched by researchers and academics. Here are very few illustrations: The law of causation Every
historical occurrence, according to this law, has a reason or a chain of causes. It implies that things don't
just happen for no reason or at random.

Governmental, ecological, economic, or cultural factors could be to blame. ( Kojeve, A. 1947).

The Law of Change: According to this law, change is a fundamental and enduring feature of history. Every
culture and tradition evolves and changes as churches and nations do.

The Law of Progress: According to this law, history advances in a straight line. It makes the case for
improvements being essential since cultures are always getting better while moving forward.

The Legitimacy of History

Chronological journalistic integrity is the belief that conceptual frameworks need to be supported by
empirical facts that are free of perspectives or prejudices. Giving a factually correct account of actual facts
is the aim of scientific rationality.

But it's sometimes challenging, if not inconceivable, to write primary sources with total neutrality. It's
possible for theorists to read and depict past figures differently due to their own prejudices and biases. It
can be difficult to construct an unbiased narrative since official data remains ambiguous and lacking. The
psychology of history is engaged with the more general issues of why the past is significant, what we can
teach from it, and the ability to utilize the past to comprehend everything in daily life, whereas chronology
is oriented upon studies of how events were once recorded. Understanding how we interpret the past and
how we use that understanding to influence how we perceive the present and the future requires a grasp
of both biography and the principle of history. We can better comprehend the strengths of cultural history
by understanding the paradigms of scientific research, and we can create a deeper understanding of
business assumptions and tenets of literary inquiry by looking at The concept of history is confused with
the more general issues of why history is significant, what we can learn from it, and how we might use
historical knowledge to comprehend the environment around us, whereas dialectic materialism is
concentrated just on the analysis of how it was therefore recorded. ( Beiser, F. C. 2011 ).

Importance of Causality

Humankind's analysis of the etiology of particular historical occasions is known as scientific proof. It
entails the examination of separate brand elements and the way in which they mix to produce a single
incident or circumstance. The premise that there were frequently several elements at play makes it
imperative to isolate and comprehend the role of every tool used to create an incident, which is one of the
major obstacles in researching causal links in history. Also, there's the danger of generalization and
rational choice theory, which is the process of reducing complicated historical situations to a single
solution or component. Researchers utilize a variety of techniques and procedures to locate and examine
historical causes in view of these facts. They consist of:

The Quantitative Procedure: This entails contrasting various cases or occurrences in order to spot
resemblances and pinpoint the elements that played a role in a specific result.

The Interpersonal Confront: When comprehending a given ceremony's etiology, one must first grasp the
legal, socio-, artistic, and political sense from which it originated.

The Short or Medium View Point: This entails looking at cultural aspects for more than a considerable
amount of time in order to spot correlations that could've influenced certain occurrences. The cross-phase
involves accepting that numerous causes are evidenced to a specific group and analyzing how these
elements crossed paths with one another. (Schopenhauer, A. 1819).
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Current Issues in Historical Approach

A subfield of logic known as the document principle investigates the structure of events as well as how
they are recorded and comprehended. The research of post-structuralism and DE colonialism aims to
comprehend the effects of slavery in the past and perhaps the approach that it has been recorded. Long-
established conceptual frameworks, according to contemporary political and news article thinkers,
frequently favour the points of view of the colonizers or even minimize or disregard the emotions of black
slaves.

Digital Humanities: The rise of novel technology has significantly changed how historical study is
conducted. 3.4 Current Issues in the Historical Approach subfield of metaphysics known as 'notes"
includes awareness of events as well as how they are recorded and comprehended. A considerable number
of different subjects have been investigated in this industry recently, namely:

Decolonization and Sociological Theories This field of study aims to comprehend how colonialism has
affected collective memory and how it has been recorded. Authentic two stories, according to contemporary
and advertisement scholars, frequently favour the standpoints of the conqueror.

Memory Studies: Recollection learning is a great discipline that investigates the significance of computers
in the formation of both personal and societal loyalties. Memory studies academics look at how historical
events are commemorated, conveyed over time, and appreciated. A multidisciplinary experiment in social
constructivism looks at how racial disparity and discrimination have influenced socioeconomic systems.
Critical discourse theorists have attended historical tradition.

Critical Race Theory: pated to comprehend how perceived meanings have affected human experiences and
how these phenomena helped to shape secular society. (Foucault, M. 1971).

Historiography and Historical Philosophy

In order to record events and conduct field observations, there is a scientific discipline known as
nationalism. It includes the study of prose fiction, including the prejudices, interpretations, and
constraints that have influenced historical narratives throughout history. The origin, significance, and goal
of events overall are the focus of historical worldview, on the other hand. It aims to comprehend the
connection connecting past figures and, indeed, the introduction by looking at the foundational
presumptions and concepts that inform chronological inquiry and analysis. The nature, significance, and
goal of civilization as a whole are the focus of historical philosophy, on the other hand. With a focus on the
more general issues of why memory is significant, how we might learn from what, and the potential to use
interpretations to comprehend the world around us, it investigates the fundamental presumptions and
concepts that underpin historical inquiry. Determining how individuals interpret the past and how we use
that learning to influence how we perceive the present and the future requires a grasp of both historical
writing and the concept of history. We can better grasp the benefits and drawbacks of documents by
studying the techniques and guiding principles of scientific work. (Gadamer, H. G. 1960 ).

Historical Awareness and the 20th Century

A number of significant sociological, legal, industrial, and other new features that occurred throughout the
twentieth century had a significant influence on the world as we know it today. The two significant world
wars of the 1900s, Great Wars I and II, constituted some of the bloodiest and most destructive battles in
humanity's civilization, resulting in great lives lost. The Cold War was a hegemonic conflict in both the
spread of communism and the United States that dominated much of the 1920s and 1930s as both countries
fought for supremacy in the global arena. So, during the modern period, numerous nations in Ethiopia
acquired freedom through European colonial powers. Movements for civil rights: In the 20th century,
significant campaigns for civil liberties emerged, such as those for transgendered rights, gender equity,
and the rights of black Americans. Technological developments: The 20th century saw a number of
technological breakthroughs that revolutionized how we communicate, work, and live. Examples include
the creation of laptops, the Web, and cellular telephones.
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These significant events, their causal agents, and the concurrent sociological, legal, economic, and
intellectual dynamics that characterized the era should all be studied and analyzed in order to develop a
clearer view of the 1920s and their influence on the planet. The 1920s are studied by authors and other
academics using a number of techniques, including historical documents.( Danto, A. C. 1965).

Morality, Emotion, and Legacy

The notions of ethics, culture, and memory are interrelated and frequently studied together. It is the
investigation of the past and its significance, whereas ethics is preoccupied with the rules of what is right
and wrong action. On the one hand, recollection is the capacity to store and recall details of observations
and prior occurrences. The use of geographic tales to mould ethical views and ideals is one way that
practises, history, and consciousness are related. Stories of bravery and selflessness from conflicts or
natural disasters, for instance, can motivate people to act bravely and selflessly in comparable
circumstances.

However, biography and information processing can also be exploited to pervert and skew moral
principles. Historical occurrences can be preferentially recounted or overlooked, and particular political
prejudices might affect how they are interpreted. The consciousness of the Holocaust, for instance, has
been used to advance the rule of law and human constitutional protections along with pro-government
sentiment and racial hatred. In addition, based on ethical issues, it affects what record is discovered and
celebrated. Ethical factors, such as the need to protect heritage and culture or the need to recognise the
rights of indigenous peoples, may affect the choice of whether to save or demolish historical landmarks
and artefacts. (Berlin, I. 1953.)

Conclusion

Inquiry into the nature and significance of the history of humanity is the focus of the vast and intricate
field of historical philosophy. The meaning of history, the causes that shape past events, and the lessons
that may be drawn from the past are all topics that philosophers of history study. The conflict involving
determinism and free will is one of the most hotly contested issues in epistemology. Some philosophers
contend that overarching forces, such as financial and political conditions, predetermine historical
occurrences, while others maintain that human action plays a critical part in determining historical results.
History is not only a compilation of facts, according to the philosophy of history; rather, it is a narrative
that has been created and understood by humans. This implies that different individuals and civilizations
may interpret history in various ways and that history is constantly open to change and reinterpretation.
The theory of history also emphasizes how crucial context is for comprehending historical events. It
acknowledges that historical occurrences can't be comprehended in a silo; rather, they must be explained
in the overall social, historical, and political environment in which they took place.

In conclusion, history is a complicated mix of phenomena that cannot be interpreted or explained in a
single way, according to the historiography of thought. It forces us to think critically, reflect on the
relevance of our shared past, and explore how our perception of the past affects the present and the future.
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